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throne against her uncle, Don Carlos. It is probably
unnecessary to give the subsequent political history
of Spain in any detail. There are some places in
South America where the people date events, not
from the great earthquakes, but from the years in
which, by a rare intermission, there is no earthquake
at all. On the same principle we may note that
during the nine years following 1845, and the nine
years following 1857, there was comparative, though
not complete, freedom from military insurrection in
Spain. As to the residue of her political history, my
calculation is that between the first establishment of
popular government in 1812 and the accession of the
present King, there have been forty military risings
of a serious nature, in most of which the mob took
part. Nine of them were perfectly successful, either
overthrowing the Constitution for the time being, or
reversing the principles on which it was administered.
I need hardly say that both the Queen Regent,
Christina, and her daughter Isabella, were driven out
of Spain by the army or the fleet, with the help of
the mob ; and that the present King, Alfonso, was
placed on the throne through a military pronuncia-
miento at the end of 1874. It is generally thought
that he owes his retention of it since 1875 to states-
manship of a novel kind. As soon as he has assured
himself that the army is in earnest, he changes his
ministers.